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Great 
strides
NEXT month promises to be a big 
one for the future of  Colchester 
United’s Football in the Community 
(FITC).

The Community Trust has made 
great strides since its formation 
little more than four years ago 
but they now want to widen their 
community involvement even 
further.

The FITC hope to launch their 
new three-year strategy at the 
beginning of  July, where they will 
be looking at the possibility of  
increasing in size – and offering 
more activities to people of  all ages.

FITC Head of  Community 
Corin Haines said: “We’d like 
to be in a position during that 
three-year period if  not by the 
end of  it to ensure that we could 
offer something to whoever walks 
through the door.

“At the moment, we can do that 
with 60 per cent of  the people who 
come through the door, whether 
it’s female football, tots football or 
mental health.

“We want to do that for everyone 
and that’s our aim – it’s something 
that will be tricky but certainly 
sustainable.

“The level of  progress we’ve 
made over the last four years or so 
has been better than I had hoped 
but we’re now at a stage where 
probably for the last six months 
where we need to look at the 
structure of  the organisation to 
help us progress further.

“There are probably some things 
that we’ve held off  doing over the 
last six to 12 months, because we 
haven’t been in a position to deliver 
to the high quality standards that 
we set ourselves.

“I would say we’ve been pleased 
and it’s been extremely rewarding 
but there’s been a period of  
reflection and ensuring that what 
we take on next is achievable.

“We’re striving to improve and 
develop if  it’s right for us – we 
want to improve at a manageable 
rate and that’s the path we want to 
take.”

One advantage the FITC 
scheme has over other similar 
organisations is the quality of  their 
facilities at Shrub End.

Haines said: “We’re extremely 
fortunate to have it as our home and 
our own base. There’s probably only 
half  a dozen Football League clubs 
– including Premier League clubs – 
that have a Community Trust with 
such a facility in partnership with 
the Borough Council.

“It’s important that we recognise 
that the club was built a stone’s 
throw away from this building.

“By having us within that 
catchment, it’s about us continuing 
that legacy if  you like of  Layer 
Road and the football club being 
formed from this postcode.

“We want to be in a position 
where whoever walks through that 
door or gets in contact with us, we 
can signpost them to some form of  
activity with us.

“That will take some time but it’s 
gradually evolving to be able to do 
that.”

 N All together now - Colchester United Football in the Community staff are involved in a range of schemes that benefit people of all ages

 N Tactics - youngsters take in some guidance from FITC coaches 
while right, the charity provide a range of different activities

 N Participation - Colchester United squad join together with youngsters at a FITC event at Shrub End while, inset, Sammie Szmodics has 
progressed from the U’s academy system
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